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ANNUAL REPORT 

WIRE DEPARTMENT 

FOR THE YEAR 1910-11. 



Office of the Commissioneb of Wires, 
U Wabebam Stkeet, Boston, February 1, 1911. 

Hon. John F. Fitzgerald, 

Mayor of the City of Boston: 

SiH, — I herewith submit report showing the appro- 
priation and expenditures of the Wire Department and 
the work performed from February 1, 1910, to January 
31, 1911, inclusive. 

The underground district for 1911 has been prescribed 
as provided for in chapter 347 of the Acts of 1908, same 
being Dorchester avenue from Romsey street to the 
further side of Peabody square. This seems to have been 
the logical location to select as it is a continuation of 
last year's district, which was Dorchester avenue from 
Fort Point channel to Romsey street, and because the 
number and condition of the poles and wires on Dorches- 
ter avenue are such as to demand prompt attention. 

In past years the complete clearing of the prescribed 
underground districts of poles and overhead wires has 
each year been delayed from one cause and another into 
the following year, but this year the hearty co-operation 
of the various interests makes it possible to report the 
1910 district as cleared. 
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The losses during the year from fires found by the 
department to have been due to electrical causes have 
been unusually small, the total insurance losses from 
such fires being but $3,936.99. 

It is worthy of special mention, and it is a pleasure to 
report, that the American Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany, whose long distance wires and poles for the support 
of same were exempt from the requirements of the under- 
ground acts, but whose representative agreed in con- 
sultation with the Commissioner in 1908 to have all 
their poles and overhead wires in the various prescribed 
underground districts in this city removed within three 
years, have fulfilled their word to the letter within the 
time agreed upon. 

I feel it again necessary to call attention to the fact 
that the department's valuable records are not properly 
protected and that a fireproof vaiilt should be provided. 

Yours respectfiilly, 

James E. Cole, 

Commissioner of Wires. 
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EXTERIOR DIVISION. 



The preacribed underground district for 1910 com- 
prised that portion of Dorchester avenue between Fort 
Point channel and Romsey street, a total distance of 
ten thousand six hundred forty (10,640) feet, which 
distance exceeded by eighty (80) feet the two miles as 
authorized under chapter 249, Acts of 1898. 

Lines of poles stood on each side of the avenue the 
entire length, one hundred eighty-five (185) poles in all, 
owned by the following companies: Twenty (20) by the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company, ninety-eight (98) 
by the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
and sixty-seven (67) by the New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, these figures not including the iron 
trolley poles of 'the Boston Elevated Railway Company, 
same being exempt. 

Attached to these poles, and passing overhead on Dor- 
chester avenue between Fort Point channel and Romsey 
street, there was approximately six hundred forty-eight 
thousand seven hundred seventy (648,770) feet of wire, 
or nearly one hundred twenty-three (123) miles, not 
including the trolley or span wire of the Boston Elevated 
Railway Company. 

The above wires were owned by the following com- 
panies: Edison Electric Illuminating Company, Ameri- 
can Telephone and Telegraph Company, New England 
' Telephone and Telegraph Company, West End Street 
Railway Company, Fire Alarm Branch (Boston Fire 
Department), Police Signal Service (Boston Police De- 
partment) and the Mutual District Messenger Company. 

In order to provide distribution facilities from tlie 
underground conduits along the route of the 1910 dis- 
trict, it has been necessary to grant, as provided for in 
chapter 347, Acts of 1908, fifteen (15) terminal pole 
locations. Of these, three (3) were for the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Company, and twelve (12) were 
for the New England Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany and were located as follows: Those for the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Company on Alger street near 
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Dorchester avenue, Crescent avenue near Dorchester 
avenue and on Damrell street near Dorchester avenue; 
those for the New England Telephone and Telegraph 
Company were on Bellflower street, Dexter avenue, 
Damrell street, Edison green, Grafton street, Harbor 
View street, Howell street, Leeds street, Locust street, 
Romsey street, Sudan street and West Sixth street, all 
near Dorchester avenue, one pole each and underground 
connections from the conduits on Dorchester avenue 
to the poles. In addition to the above terminal pole 
locations along this year's district, three were granted 
in other parts of the underground districts, as follows: 
One on Myrtle street southerly from Revere street, 
city proper (iron pole for New England Telephone 
and Telegraph Company); one on Woodcliff street 
near Blue Hill avenue, the underground district for 
1909, and one on Bray street near Washington street, 
Roxbury, in the underground district for 1904, iioth 
of these being for the New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 

A number of other petitions from the two companies 
above mentioned were considered, hearings being given 
in accordance with the law, and the petitioners then 
given leave to withdraw, it not being deemed necessary 
or advisable to grant the locations requested. 

The large number of new telephone installations and 
the changing over of existing installations to the new 
systems has necessitated a greatly increased number 
of inspections, there being this year some twenty-five 
hundred more inspections on this class of work than 
during the year previous. 

In the selection of new pole locations by the various 
companies, our engineers have accompanied the engineers 
of the companies interested, as has been the custom 
for a number of years, and sketches of the proposed 
locations are kept on file in this office in catalogue form 
for comparison with plans filed when request is made 
to the Board of Street Commissioners for locations 
desired. 

Aside from the number of poles set on the public 
streets and avenues, as recorded in the table printed 
elsewhere, a large number of poles have been set in 
private unaccepted streets and in the rear of lots, which 
are inspected and a record made of same. 
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Accompanying this report will be found a plan show- 
ing poles and wires on and over that portion of the city 
which has been selected in accordance with the law as 
the underground district for 1911, namely, Dorchester 
avenue from Romsey street to Peabody square. Also 
photographs showing the condition of some of the 
streets already prescribed, both before and after over- 
head wires and poles supporting same were removed. 

During the year the various companies doing under- 
ground work have opened one hundred thirty-five (135) 
different streets and avenues within the city limits 
for the purpose of constructing new conduits or extend- 
ing or enlarging their existing^ conduits. 

Fifty-six (56) of these were in the original underground 
district or the congested portion of the city lying north 
of Dover and Berkeley streets, while the remaining 
seventy-nine (79) were scattered throughout the rest 
of the city and suburbs. 

The following table will show the overhead work 
for the year, from February 1, 1910, to January 31, 1911, 
inclusive : 

Permits granted by the Board of Street Commia- 

sioners to set poles 82 

Number of poles included in above orders . , . 299 
Permits granted by the Board of Street Coramis- 

sionera to remove polea 72 

Number of poles included in above orders 165 
Number of streets or avenues included in above 

orders 127 

Number of new poles set in new locations 323 

Number of poles removed 334 

Number of poles reset, straightened, renewed, etc. . 1,305 

Number of new pole locations selected 546 

Number of poles now standing in public streets 14,762 
Amount of dead wire removed by Wire Department 

(in feet) 266,860 

Defect notices sent out 2,655 

Number of defects included in these notices 7,278 

Number of defects corrected 5,266 

Notices of new work and special inspections 17,231 
Amount of wire removed by owners (in feet) . . 3,694,010 



The Board of Street Commissioners have also granted 
the following ordera, which come under the jurisdic- 
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tion of this department inasmuch as they pertain in 
one way or another to the overhead or underground 
electric wires. 

Police signal post locations 7 

Fire alarm post and teat box locations . . ' . . 11 
Extensions of time on permits previously issued . .8 

AttachmentBof one company's wirea to poles of another . 42 

To stretch overhead wires across public streets . 7 

To lay underground conduits in public streets 2 

Extension of street railway tracli, etc 51 

Erection of derricks, stretching guy ropes, etc. . 16 

Transfer of poles from one company to another 6 

Moving buildings, etc 1 

Total 151 

The following companies and individuals have laid 
new conduits, extended present service or added to 
their underground cables during the past year: 

For Electric Light and Power Purposes. 
Boston Elevated Rwlway Company. 
Charlestown Gas and Electric Company. 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company. 

For Telephone, Telegraph, Signaling and Other Purposes. 
Boston Automatic Fire Alarm Company. 
Boston District Messenger Company. 
Boston Low Tension Wire Association. 
Fire Alarm Branch (Boston Fire Department). 
Homoeopathic Hospital, 

Massachusetts Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
Mixer Brothers Company. 

New England Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
New York Centra! and Hudson River Raibvad. 
Police Signal Service {Boston Police Department) . 
Postal Telegraph-Cable Company. 
Schoolhouse Commission, City of Boston. 
Telepost Company. 

The electrical approvals of the department for per- 
mits for opening the streets for underground electrical 
work during the year numbered one thousand nine 
hundred seventy-five (1,975); two thousand two hun- 
dred seventy-three (2,273) reports have been made by 
the underground inspectors on this work, which necessi- 
tated over seven thousand four hundred ninety-five 
(7,495) inspections. 
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Character of Cables Used by the Various Companies. 
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Table Showing the Underground Electric Service of Boston by 
Yearly Installation, 1894-1910. 
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Table Showing Underground Worh for the Year 1914. 
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Table Showing Overhead Electrical Condition of Boston and Some of the Work 
Accomplished from 1894 to 1910, Inclusive. 
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Table Showing the Amount and Distribution of Boston's Electrical Power 
January 31, 1909. 
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During the year the Edison Electric Illuminating 
Company have put in commission two new substations, 
numbered 36 and 37. Station 36, which is an A. C. 
substation located corner of Commonwealth avenue 
and Linden street in the Brighton district, takes the 
load formerly supplied by the old generating station 
(No. 32) on Cambridge street, Brighton, which has been 
discontinued. Current is supplied to this new station 
from the L street station of the Edison Electric Illumi- 
nating Company at a potential of 13,200 volts and has 
a capacity in step-down transformers of 2,400 kilo- 
watts for commercial lighting and power service, and 495 
kilowatts in mercury arc rectifiers for street Ughting 
service, making a total of 2,895 kilowatts capacity; 2,300 
volts is used for the commercial circuits. 

Substation 37 is located in the basement of the new 
Jordan Marsh Company building, Avon street. There 
is at present installed here a 1,000 kilowatt motor gen- 
erator, transforming from 6,900 volts three-phase A. C. 
to 230 volts D. C. current. 

The Boston Elevated Railway Company have added a 
third 1,000 kilowatt rotary converter at their Egleston 
square substation, corner of Washington and Bray 
streets, and they have at present in process of con- 
struction on street, South Boston, a new A. C. central 
power station, which is to be built first for three 15,000 
kilowatt turbo units, generating A. C. current at 13,200 
volts, 25 cycles; later additions to be made as occasion 
requires. In connection with this station underground 
trunk line conduits will be run to various sections of 
the city and to the suburbs, the substations as now 
laid out being Egleston square, 5,000 kilowatts; Roslin- 
dale, 2,000 kilowatts; Coohdge's Corner, 4,000 kilowatts; 
Kendall square, 2,000 kilowatts; Arlington, 2,000 kilo- 
watts; Maiden, 4,000 kilowatts; and East Boston, 2,000 
kilowatts. 

The provisions of chapter 450 of the Acts of 1904 
relating to the inspection of theaters and halls have 
been complied with, and inspections to the number of 
2,121 have been made during the year. 
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We have had fewer cases of failure on the part of those 
installing wiring and apparatus designed for hght, heat or 
power purposes to properly notify, this department than 
usual, and with a few exceptions such cases as have 
come to our attention were evidently due to an over- 
sight or to lack of knowledge as to the necessity of 
notifying the department of the intention to perform 
work, rather than to any intention to evade the law. 
This improved condition is largely due to the provisions 
of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1908, which provides a fine 
of from $10 to $50 for failure to notify, and to the fact 
that a number of convictions obtained under same has 
had a salutary effect on those who, under conditions 
existing previous to said law going into effect, would in 
many instances evade the requirements by failing to 
send proper notification of work performed by them. 

There were eighteen fires which started inside of 
buildings which were found to have been due wholly 
or in part to electrical causes. Of this number, but 
seven entailed an insurance loss, and the total insurance 
loss was but $3,413.99. There were also two electrical 
fires which started on the outside of buildings, one of 
which burned through to the inside of building. The 
combined insurance loss by these two fires was $523, 
making a total insurance loss by fires found by this 
department to be due to electrical causes to be $3,936.99. 
The most serious insurance loss was $1,288.36, same 
resulting from a slight fire in so far as actual burning 
was concerned, due to an electric flatiron being left in 
circuit becoming overheated and igniting wooden table 
upon which it had been carelessly left. Fire was extin- 
guished by sprinklers overhead and loss given above was 
almost entirely due to water damage. The most serious 
of the fires caused an insurance loss of $1,177.87, and 
was the result of water leaking upon molding contain- 
ing electric lighting wires, the insulation on wires break- 
ing down, permitting current leakage to occur between 
wires of opposite polarity, in combination with the fact 
that after the fuses in cut-out had properly performed 
their duty, copper wire jumpers had been inserted in 
cut-out by parties presumably connected with the build- 
ing. Of the balance of the fires causing insurance 
losses, one was due to carelessness on the part of a 
moving picture machine operator, loss being $520; one 
was the result of a water leak flooding a ceiling fixture 
on the floor below, causing a short circuit, and, while the 
fire itself was insignificant, an insurance loss of $184 
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was paid; one was due to a defective motor rheostat, 
loss $145.86; one was due to improperly installed wiring, 
work being done by a moving picture machine operator 
without proper authorization, with a consequent loss of 
$76.87, and one was due to the burning out of the arma- 
ture of a motor, neighboring woodwork being ignited 
and a loss of S21.03 resulting. Of the two fires that 
started on the outside of buildings, which resulted in 
insurance losses, one was due to a series arc lighting wire 
during a severe storm swinging into contact with build- 
ing, arcing at points of contact, igniting woodwork and 
fire burning through to inside of building, causing 
insurance loss of $425; while the other was the result of 
an iron awning frame and service wires being in contact 
just before wires" entered building, an insurance loss of 
$98 being paid for damage done. 

During the year there were thirty-four accidents to 
persons, six of which resulted fatally. Eighteen of these 
accidents were to experienced men who were at work at 
the time on wires or electrical apparatus. 

Of the fatal accidents, four were to employees of the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company, who were at 
work on live wires on poles at the time; one was to an 
employee of the S. B. Condit & Co., and one to an 
employee of the Lundin Electric Company, both men at 
the time being at work in power stations, they being 
killed as results of their making accidental contacts 
with live metal on switch boards carrying current at 
extra high potential. 

Of the sixteen accidents, none of which were fatal, to 
persons other than those at work on wires or electrical 
apparatus, nine were to mechanics in the employ of the 
Boston Elevated Railway Company, and employed at ' 
time of accidentson the elevated structure doing painting, 
carpenter work or track work; two were slight shocks 
received by two men at work on a new ventilator at a 
height of about 10 feet above roof, and who with their 
bare hands attempted to push some low potential wires 
out of their way; while the remaining five victims were 
a father and four children who were injured by contacts 
with a high potential wire which had burned off and fell 
to ground during a severe windstorm. 

During the year there were 774 more notifications of 
new work than for the year previous, showing thereby 
a gain of a little less than 6 per cent. The number of 
inspections made showed an increase of 2,714 over last 
year, or a little more than 10 per cent, and the figures of 



ogle 



14 City Document No. 42. 

the number of arcs, incandescents, motors, etc., the 
installation and wiring of which was inspected, all show 
increases over records for last year. 

The following is a complete summary of the work of 
the Interior Division for the year ending January 31, 
1911: 

Notices of new work received 13,986 

Buildings in which wiring was completely examined 2,009 

Incandescent lights examined 1,276,827 

Arc lights examined 7,055 

Motors examined 7,381 

Total horse power of motors examined 31,375i 

Services examined 842 

Inspections made 29,949 

Defects reported 1,416 

Defects corrected 953 

Other defects in process of correction ... — 

During the year there have been sixty-four fires or 
accidents to property, the origin of which was traced to 
electricity. 

Fires in interior of buildings 18 

Fires on outside of buildings 6 

Fires at bridges 

Fires on poles 8 

Explosion in manholes 7 

Miscellaneous, exterior 23 

Miscellaneous, interior __2 

64 

Table Showing the Number and Classiflcation of Fires, etc.. Due to Electrical 
Causes, from 1894 to 1910, Inclusive. 





i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


1 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 




Fireii on outaide of build- 


i 


". 


3 
3 

28 


28 
3 

15 


22 
2S 

a 

22 


31. 
I 
2 


29 

20 


22 

8 
21 

33 


IS 

13 

13 


32 
2 

9 
12 


23 

IS 

40 


20 
2 
26 


36 


s 

3S 


5 
35 


2 

e 

3 




Fir» in the interior of 




F- 1 








De thii 






■ ■ 


I 


3 













idb,Go(5glc 



Wire Department. 



The following is a record of isolated plants in opera- 
tion in this city. 



Number of plants, 344. 

" boilers, 



678, total horae power, 72,013 
horsepower, 50,672 
generators, 699, " k, w, capacity, 26,297 

motors, 1,730, " horse power, 15,984^ 

incandescents, 236, 828. 
arcs, 3,550. 



The record of new plants installed and inspected i 



Number of plants, 
" boilers. 



generators, 

motors, 

incani 



25. 

30, total horse power, 3,110 

"" " horsepower, 2,246 

k. w. capacity, 1,192^ 

horse power, 1,362| 



29, 

96, 

6,013. 



During the year ending January 31, 1911, there were 
three old plants inspected, the equipment of which was 

as ftdlows: 



Number of plants, 
" boilers, 



ei^ines, 
generators, 
motors, 
incandescents. 



3. 

9, total horse power, 
7, " horse power, 
7, " k. w, capacity, 
80, " horse power, 
4,585. 



775 
555 
3701 



The record of plants, the operation of which was 
discontinued during the year, is as follows: 
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r of plants. 


3. 
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boilers. 


8, 


total horse power. 


703 


" 


engmes, 


7, 


" horse power. 


501 


" 


generators, 


7, 


"" k. w. capacity. 


2661 




motors. 


12, 


" horse power. 


20 


" 


incandescents. 


4,475. 
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arcs. 
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Table Showing Inspection of Interior Wiring of Buildings, etc., from 
1894 to 1899, Inclusive. 
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Table Showins Inspection of Interior Wiring of Buildings, etc., from 
1900 to 1905, Inclusive. 
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Table Showing Inspection of Interior Wiring of Buildings, etc., from 
1906 to 1910, Inclusive. 
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Fires and Miscellaneous Troubles Due to Elec- 
tricity, February 1, 1910, to January 31, 1911. 

February 9, opposite No." 83 Fort avenue; tree fire 
caused by wire of street arc lighting circuit being in 
contact with limb of tree, with resulting arcing and 
burning, wire finally burning off and dropping to street. 

February, 9, corner Richmond and North streets, 
about 11 a. m.; burn-out occurred in serira street arc 
lighting circuit in manhole; no damage except to cables. 

February 10, shortly after 7 p. m., Boylston street, 
opposite Head place; burn-out and dight explosion in 
manhole due to breakdown in insulation of the under- 
ground conductors of the Edison Electric Illuminating 
Company in manhole. 

February 11, 5.40 a. m.. Box 521, No. 159 Green street; 
during severe storm wire of series street arc lighting 
circuit swung in contact with building, current ground- 
ing through wet woodwork of building and metal work, 
piping, etc., building being ignited thereby; fire had 
burned through into building before extinguished; in- 
surance loss, $425. 

February 22, Green street near Centre street; limb 
of tree breaking off during severe storm fell across 
wires of 2,300 volt A. C. circuit of the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Company, with resulting arcing and Sash- 
ing at points of contact; limb of tree was dislodged 
from wires before serious trouble resulted. 

February 22, 6.30 p. m., Box 274, corner Blue Hill 
avenue and Holborn street; during severe storm wire 
of street arc lighting circuit swung in contact with 
trolley wire and burned off; no damage except to wire 
in question. 

February 22, about 6.29 p. m., Shawmut avenue 
and Ball street; during severe storm, wire of series 
street arc hghting circuit sagged and became crossed 
with telephone wire; damage slight; confined to wires 
mentioned. 

February 28, in the neighborhood of 2 p. m., Bunker 
Hill car barns, Charlestown; during rainstorm, current 
grounded from trolley wire to building at point where 
trolley wire entered same; damage slight; fire depart- 
ment was caUed, but trouble was taken care of by one 
of the emergency crews of the Boston Elevated Rail- 
way Company. 

March 1, 2.48 a. m.. No. 68 Washington street, near 
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Union street, Charlestown; chemical and ladder carriage 
called on still alarm for fire in third story of- building; 
attached to building was an iron bracket, and to insu- 
lator on same was attached an arc wire of the Charles- 
town Gas & Electric Company, during severe rainstorm, 
current grounded at insulator; building was ignited 
and fire burned through to inside of same. 

March 18, 7.35 a. m., Box 67, No. 733 Washington 
street; armature and fields of an elevator motor burned 
out, otherwise no damage. 

March 25, about 7.25 p. m., Eighth street and Dor- 
chester avenue. South Boston; fire reported in manhole; 
same was burn-out in underground street arc lighting 
cable; do damage except to cable. 

March 26, 8.40 p." m., Zeigler street station of 
the Edison Electric Illuminating Company; burn-out 
occurred in 500 kilowatt transformer; with the exception 
of loss of service caused by trouble, damage was con- 
fined to transformer in which bum-out occurred. 

March 28, 2.55 a. m., junction of Tremont and West 
Springfield streets; fire in manhole, caused by burn-out 
in 250,000 C. M. underground main of the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Company; while trouble was in 
progress a slight explosion in manhole occurred, lifting 
manhole cover to a height of a foot or so above street. 

April 2, 8.07 p. m.. No. 146 Tremont street; resist- 
ance mounted in base of portable fan motor became 
overheated, causing considerable smoke and smell; 
no damage except to motor; two men of En^ne 26 
responded in answer to call of occupants. 

April 2, at about 2.40 p. m., burn-out in underground 
electric feeders, followed by an explosion in manhole 
sufficient to throw manhole cover several feet in the air; 
no injuries to persons, and, beyond a broken pane of 
glass in nearby building, apparently no damage except 
to underground feeders and the loosening up of pave- 
ment about manhole; trouble occurred at junction of 
Franklin and Congress streets. 

April 12, about 3.20 p. m., burn-out occurred in under- 
ground cables of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, 
in subway passing beneath Boston & Albany Railroad 
tracks in Allston; explosions occurred in two manholes 
of said company near scene of trouble. Trouble was due 
to workman at work drilling away concrete driving his 
drill into underground conduits, grounding current from 
cables thereby. 
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April 19, 9.22 p. m., Box 247, junction of Huntington 
avenue and Francis street; fire at street arc lamp pole 
due to breakdown of insulation of conductor at point 
where conductor which runs up pole was connected to 
underground cable; no injury except to wires and slight 
damage to pole. 

Apnl 29, 8.30 p. m., sUght fire on elevated structure 
between City square station and drawbridge, Charles- 
town; due to small piece of resistance grid which fell 
from passing train to one of the cross ties of structure; 
as piece of grid was hot, cross tie was ignited, but was 
extinguished by a chemical extinguisher taken from one 
of the elevated cars before any damage resulted. 

May 4, 12.20 p. m.. No. 112-119 Salem street; arma- 
ture of one horse power motor used for operating sewing 
machines burned out; neighboring woodwork burned 
and scorched for a few inches; no other damage; mem- 
bers of Engine 8 called on still alarm; insurance loss, 
$21.03. 

May 5, 7 p. m.. Box 52, No. 105 Summer street; start- 
ing rheostat used in connection with 10 horse power 
motor failed to operate properly; coils became over- 
heated; insulation of wires connected to rheostat was 
ignited, as was also adjacent woodwork; damage insig- 
nificant except to rheostat and wires; insurance loss, 
$145.86. 

May 18, 1.45 p. m., corner Huntington avenue and 
Longwood avenue; during severe rainstorm breakdown 
occiured in insulation of high potential cables just above 
where they left terminal standpipe on pole; damage con- 
fined to the melting of lead and the burning of insulation 
on wires for a few inches. 

June 4, 6.37 p. m., Box 24, fire in moving picture 
machine booth at the Grand Theater, No. 135 Cambridge 
street; caused by overheating of an improperly made 
joint setting fire to insulation on wire, fire being com- 
municated to moving picture films; damage confined to 
machine, films, etc., in booth; insurance loss, $76.87. 

June 6, 8.03 a. m., Dover Street Station of the Boston 
Elevated structure; Ladder 3 called on still alarm on 
account of third rail insulator breaking down, with con- 
sequent severe arcing and flashing at point where break- 
down occurred; services of the department not required. 
June 11, 11.40 a. m., No. 116 Richmond street; short 
circuit between wires back of canopy of combination 
wall bracket melting hole in pipe and gas was ignited; 
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fire extinguished by occupants; no damage except to 
bracket and smoking up of wall for 2 or 3 feet. 

June 14, 8-12 p. m., Box 17, Fire Department called to 
No. 39 Cross street, occupied as a restaurant; one of the 
proprietors attempted to remove a fuse from a plug cut- 
out; arcing occurred and in his alarm he gave an alarm 
from Box 17; no fire. 

June 16, 8.30 p. m., Talbot avenue, just west of Nor- 
folk street; breakdown occurred in insulation of arc 
circuit in arc lamp fixture on pole on southerly side of 
Talbot avenue; a telephone cable and ring wiring not 
permanently installed ran in close proximity to lamp 
fixture, cable and wiring having a wood sleeve or jacket 
over same where they passed fixture; current passed 
from fixture to cable and wires burning them off; fixture 
was blackened and lamp put out of commission for the 
night. 

June 18, corner Massachusetts avenue and Harrison 
avenue; breakdown in insulation of street arc light cir- 
cuit No. 477 occurred at point just above underground 
standpipe on pole and where connection was made with 
overhead wiring distributing from pole; insulation of 
wire burned off for several inches and lead of cable 
melted for a few inches, otherwise no damage; reported 
by Fire Department. 

June 24, 5.45 a. m., Box 23, No. 24 Cambridge street; 
burn-out occurred in underground service wires entering 
basement of building; no damage except to service cable 
and wiring in the immediate vicinity of service cut-out. 

July 4, at 10.06 p. m,, Box 466, Beacham street, 
Charlestown; in stock room of the Boston Elevated Rail- 
way Company incandescent lamp was left in -contact 
with wood partition, setting fire to same; damage slight. 

July 4, at 10.55 p. m.. Box 61; fire in manhole on 
Tremont street, at Hollis street, same containing wires 
and being the property of the Edison Electric Illumin- 
ating Company; burn-out followed by an explosion suffi- 
cient to lift cover off of manhole; flames issuing from 
manhole burned clothing somewhat and slightly burned 
Bernard E, Doherty, residing at No. 4 Pontiac street, 
who was passing by manhole at the time. 

July 8, about 10 a. m., report received from Fire 
Department that a wire was burning tree on Centre 
street, opposite house of Engine 14; trouble was 
found to be due to one wire of primary alternating 
circuit No. 909 of the Edison Electric Illuminating 
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Company being in contact with tree ; no damage 
except the slight burning of tree. 

July 9, 6.12 p. m., Box 316, Grove Hall car barn of 
the Boston Elevated Railway Company; while electric 
car w^s being run back in car barn trolley wheel left 
wire and caught on an iron beam, trolley pole coming 
in contact with trolley wire at the same time;, current 
passed from trolley, wire to iron beam, thence to an inch 
pipe carrjdng signaling wires to ground; pipe burned 
off and wires contained in pipe also burned off; no other 
damage. 

July 9, 8.08 p. m.. Box 73, same given for fire in tree 
opposite No. 243 Shawmut avenue; due to arc wure 
of street lighting circuit being in contact with limb of 
tree; no damage except the burning of insulation of 
wire for two or three feet and the burning into limb 
of tree for several inches. 

July 13, 8.40 p. m., tree fire opposite No. 28 Worces- 
ter street; same was due to wire of street arc light 
circuit being in contact with branches of tree; beyond 
the slight burning of branches of tree no damage done. 

Jiily 15, about 9 p. m., burn-out occurred in a 500,000 
C. M. cable of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, 
just outside of their manhole at Harrison avenue and 
Massachusetts avenue, followed by a slight explosion 
in manhole of the same company located in Sheridan 
square. 

July 27, about 5 a. m,, corner of Commonwealth 
avenue and Pleasant street, Brighton; pole fire caused 
by pin breaking, permitting wire of 13,200 volt trans- 
mission circuit to drop on arm; pole* was so badly 
damaged that it was necessary to replace sarhe with a 
new pole. 

July 29, about 11 p. m., No. 32 Hyde Park avenue; 
breakdown in insulation of secondary service wires of 
the Edison Electric Illuminating Company; same broke 
down where wires were in contact with iron frame of 
awning, near point of service wire entrance to bxulding; 
awning set on fire and face of building burned and 
scorched for a apace of about two by three feet; insur- 
ance loss, $98. 

August 1, 7.35 p. m.. Box 15, No. 69-75 Fulton street; 
breakdown in insulation of cable entering basement 
from underground at point just inside of building; 
damage slight. 

August 20, about 9 a. m., Edward Everett square, 
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Dorchester; members of Fire Department called on 
still alarm to electric light pole on account of burn-out 
in cable coming up from underground to feed same; no 
damage except to cable and ali^t damage to pole. 

September 7, about 4.30 p. m., corner Minot street 
and Neponset avenue; wire of primary alternating 
circmt of the Edison Electric Illuminating Company 
, swung in contact with iron trolley wire supporting pole 
of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, causing 
arcing and flashing at point of contact; no damage 
except the burning of insulation of wire for several 
inches. 

September 18, 7.25 a. m.. No. 1135 Washington 
street; shght fire due to water leak on floor above ceil- 
ing fixture, flooding fixture and causing a breakdown of 
insulation of wires in canopy; no damage except to 
fixture wire and sUgbt burnii^ of fixture block; insur- 
ance loss, $184. 

September 20, 6.30 a. m., No. 173 Summer street; 
bxu-n-out of field coils of elevator motor, due to current 
being left on fields all night; members of Fire Depart- 
ment called on still alarm; do damage except to motor. 

September 26, 6.30 p. m., No. 99 Bristol street; 
members of Fire Department called on account of 
bum-out of 100,000 C. M. underground service of the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company entering the 
ruins of building at 99 Bristol street, which was one of 
the buildings destroyed by conflagration of August 10, 
for which a general alarm from Box 58 was sounded; 
breakdown in service undoubtedly due to injuries 
sustained as a result of fire referred to; no damage done 
except to cable, 

September 26, 6 p. m., Dorchester avenue, near Beals 
street; tree fire caused by breaking of a tree bracket or 
insulator permitting wire of street arc Ughting circuit 
to get in contact with tree; no damage except slight 
burning of tree and insulation of wire. 

October 1, 11.06 p. m., Box 36, No. 85 State street; 
fire started in light shaft on third floor. Electric light- 
ing mains run in light shaft were badly affected by 
leaky skylight. Cut-out intended to protect mains had 
been made valueless as a protective device by copper 
jumpere being installed across cut-out. When trouble 
occurred on mains as a result of their damaged condi- 
tion, fire followed, cut-out before mentioned being 
inoperative as stated; insurance loss, $1,177.87. 
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October 7, 7.26 a. m., Box 720, Nashua and Causeway 
streets, North Umon Station; breakdown of insulation 
on motor mains, with consequent leakage of current to 
ground; insulation of wire ignited and burned for a few 
inches and adjacent woodwork charred; no other dam- 
age. Current supplied from plant of the Boston & 
Maine Railroad. 

October 7, 6.08 p. m., Box 312, opposite 875 Albany 
street; boys had taken old clothes and stuffed same as 
a dummy, and after playing with same on the street 
went to roof of building No. 875 Albany street and 
threw dummy from same, it lodging across iugh potential 
arc wires of the Edison Electric Illuminating Company 
running on pole line on said street; later, a severe 
rainstorm occurred, dummy became saturated with 
water, and severe arcing occurred at points of con- 
tact with dummy and wires, dummy being set on fire 
thereby; no other damage resulted. 

October 22, about 6 p. m., Centre street near Park 
street. West Roxbury; top of pole carrying electric 
light, telephone and other wires, also a tree opposite on 
side' of street, badly burned as a result of wire of high 
potential street arc lighting circuit being in contact 
with a guy wire which ran from pole to tree referred to; 
no other damage. 

November 3, Dorchester avenue, opposite junction of 
Seventh and B streets; pole fire as a result of insulator 
pin breaking, wire of high potential arc circuit coming 
in contact with cross arm and pole; cross arm badly 
biu-ned and pole burned to a deplh of about 4 inches. 

November 4, 6.25 p. m.. Box 16, corner of North and 
John streets; on outside wall of building No. 6 John 
street was located an iron bracket for series incandescent 
tungsten lamp for street lighting purposes; breakdown 
of insulation oceiured in conductors at point on wall 
near bracket; no damage except to wires; storming 
at time. 

November 4, Dorchester avenue, just south of Old 
Colony avenye; breaking of insulator pin permitted 
wire of street lighting arc circuit to come in contact 
with feeder of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, 
also in contact with pole, with consequent arcing and 
flashing; no damage except to wires and slight burning 
of pole; severe storm in progress. 

November 5, 12.24 a. m., Chemical 3 called on a still 
alarm for a fire on pole opposite No. 28 Charles River 
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road, Charlestown; due to breakdown in insulation of 
street lighting arc circuit, just above standpipe, on pole in 
question; damage confined to cables and wires at point 
where trouble occurred and the slight burning of pole. 

November 17, 9.30 p. m., Box 213, No. 5 George 
street; overheated rheostat for use in connection with 
J horse power, 110 volt A. C. motor; proprietor states 
that his premises had been entered by unauthorized per- 
sons, who probably threw on motor switch, supposing 
that same controlled lights, starting box thereby being 
made alive, overheated and burned out; fire consisted 
merely of burning out of rheostat. 

November 19, shortly after 9 p. m., Nos. 14-16 Tre- 
mont row, Theater Comique Hall; fire occurred in 
moving picture booth, probably caused by operators 
inadvertently permitting inflammable film to come in 
contact with lamp house of moving picture machine; 
other than the destruction of four moving pictures films 
very little damage done; Fire Department called on 
still alarm; insurance loss, $520. 

November 25, in the neighborhood of 1.19 p. m., 
Ladder 19 was called on still alarm to the corner of First 
and L streets on account of trouble with wires on side 
of pole; same consisted of breakdown of insulation, cur- 
rent grounding from primary alternating circuit to lead 
sheath of cables; no damage except to cables and 
slight burning on street side of pole. 

November 30, shortly before 5 p. m., Dorchester ave- 
nue, near Rawson street; wire of street lighting arc 
circuit came in contact with top of gooseneck on arc 
lamp pole 2132, with consequent arcing and flashing 
and burning off of arc wire, the two ends falling to 
street; no other damage, 

December 5, 6.19 a. m., Box 42, slight fire in subway 
at Park street, in temporary room used by subway con- 
tractors, same being due to defective rheostat which 
became overheated, insulation of wires leading into 
rheostat being ignited and woodwork in vicinity of 
rheostat being burned and scorched for a distance of 
several feet. 

December 8, about 7.30 p. m., Columbia road near 
Mt. Vernon street; fire in street arc lamp pole, same 
apparently being due to collection of gas in bore of pole 
being ignited by lighted arc lamp on top of pole. 

December 20, 2.40 p. m., Nos. 219-223 Tremont 
street; alarm from automatic Box 295-3; slight fire 
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due to 32 candle power incandescent lamp being left 
in contact with an overcoat; no damage except to 
overcoat. 

January 3, 11.20 p. m., slight fire on outside wall of 
building corner North and John streets; same being 
due to breakdown in insulation of wires of high potential 
series circuit at a point just above standpipe attached 
to building, wires running from same to series incan- 
descent lamp used for street lighting purposes, attached 
to bracket on building; no damage except the burning 
of insulation of wire for a foot or so and interruption 
of lighting service. 

January 7, 8.02 p. m., automatic alarm 286-5, No. 37 
Wormwood street ; fire was caused by 2^ ampere 
electric flatiron being left with current on, iron becoming 
overheated and setting fire to wooden table upon which 
flatiron had been carelessly placed, heat, which caused 
automatic alarm to be given also, set off sprinkler, 
water from which quenched fire before the arrival of 
firemen; damage slight; insurance loss, $1,288.36. 

January 27, opposite No. 51 Marcella street, tree 
fire; tree insulator became broken or detached, per- 
mitting wire of primary alternating circuit to come in 
contact with limb of tree, with consequent arcing and 
burning at point of contact, damage confined to the 
burning off of small limb of tree and burning of insula- 
tion of wire for a few inches. 

January 29, 5.30 a. m., corner Franklin and Federal 
streets; Chemical 1 called on still alarm on account of 
smoke issuing from manhole belonging to the Massa- 
chusetts Telephone and Telegraph Company; trouble 
was due to burn-out in 750,000 C. M. tie feeder of 
the Edison Electric Illuminating Company, burn-out 
occurring in same at point where one of the conduits, 
entering Massachusetts Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany's manhole, ran close to feeder of the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Company; hole melted in telephone con- 
duit; smoke and flames entered the tube and passed 
into telephone manhole; no damage except to duct of 
telephone company and feeder of the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Company. 

January 3D, about 9-55 a. m., corner Battery and 
Commercial streets; explosion occurred in manhole of 
the Edison Electric Illuminating Company, same fol- 
owing a burn-out in tie feeder between manhole where 
explosion occurred and junction box on the opposite 
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side of the street; damage confined to tie feeder and 
lifting of manhole cover and casting out of position, 
and the breaking of a few bricks on sidewalk where 
cover struck when it descended. 

Accidents to Persons Due to Elbcteicity. 

February 3, at about 9.45 a. m,, Charles T. Taylor, 
an employee of the Ediaon Electric Illuminating Com- 
pany, while working on a watt meter at the Scotia 
street station of the Edison Electric Illuminating Com- 
pany, received slight burns to right hand and had his 
face scorched as a result of short circuit caused by copper 
connector, which he had in his hand, getting across both 
poles at meter. 

April 4, Michael Glancy, a lineman in the employ of 
the Edison Electric Illuminating Company, while at 
work on pole located on Humboldt avenue, corner 
Brookledge street, made simultaneous contact with wire 
of a street arc lighting circuit and wire of primary A. C. 
circuit, receiving shocks thereby which caused his 
death. 

April 5, G. T. Flanagan, an employee of the Boston 
Elevated Railway Company, while working on cable 
of said company on elevated structure near Beach 
street, received bums to the left wrist and the palm of 
left hand as a result of a short circuit caused by bare 
iron tie wire which he was using making simultaneous 
contact with third rail and grounded elevated structure. 

May 12, in the neighborhood of 12.30 p. m., William 
Talbot, an employee of the Edison Electric Illuminating 
Company, whUe at work on high potential cable, issuing 
from standpipe on pole opposite No, 7 George street, 
Roxbury, received a severe shock of electricity causing 
him to fall unconscious to the ground; he was removed 
to the City Hospital where he died at 7.30 p. m. the 
following day. 

May 13, about 9 a. m.; Merrill L. Oilman, a lineman 
in the employ of F. T. Ley & Co., while at work on pole 
No. 2389 W. D., opposite No. 18 Washington street. 
Grove Hall, received severe shocks of electricity, also 
burns to left foot and left hand._ Oilman had a bit 
stock and bit in left hand and permitted bit to come 
in contact with high potential live wire, his left foot at 
the same time probably being in contact with iron 
terminal standpipe on pole. 
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May 17, about 10.30 a. m., William Crowley, a 
painter in the employ of the Boston Elevated Railway 
Company, was scraping one of the beams of elevated 
structure near the Battery Street Station preparatory 
to painting same. Along beam ran a conduit pipe 
which Crowley attempted to move to one side by the 
use of a pinch bar, which pinch bar he accidentally per- 
mitted to come in contact with third rail of system at 
the same time it was in contact with pipe and beam 
above referred to; as a result of short circuit thus 
caused, Crowley was severely burned about the face, 
hands and eyes. 

May 23, 4.05 a. m., Thomas Davis, a lineman in the 
employ of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, and 
attached to their emergency wagon located at Bartlett 
street, Roxbury, was badly burned about the face and 
received burns to the hand as a result of short circuit 
caused by metal tool making simultaneous contact with 
trolley wire and metal sheathing of Tower "F," Rox- 
bury, while Mr. Davis was attempting to take a metal 
protecting tube off of trolley wire near trolley wire frog 
at location referred to. He was removed to the City 
Hospital for treatment. 

June 3, Henry C. Steaves, twenty-eight years of age, 
residing at No. 14 East Brookline street, while at work 
at station of the Edison Electric Illuminating Company, 
comer of Salem and Prince streets, came in contact 
with bus bar alive at a potential of 6,900 volts, and was 
killed. 

June 10, William H. Barker and John A, Eraser, 
repairers in the Fire Alarm Department, while at work 
on fire-alarm box at Roger Clap School, Harvest street, 
received shocks and slight burns, wire of fire-alarm cir- 
cuit being crossed with high potential wire on Allston 
street at the time. 

June 13, at about 5 p. m., Dennis F. Courtney, a 
painter in the employ of the Boston Elevated Railway 
Company, while getting down from elevated structure 
to temporary platform beneath structure to put away 
tools for the night, made contact with his right hand 
with feeder cable, while his left hand at the time hdd 
hold of ironwork of elevated structure. He received a 
shock which caused him to fall to the street. Injuries 
consisted of broken thigh, bruises and burns on the 
palms and inside of fingers of both hands, burns being 
sUght. 
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June 15, about 9,40 a. m., Daniel F. Kane, a lineman 
working for the F, T. Ley Company on the wires of the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company, while at work 
on a 45-foot pole on Morton street, at Hunter street, 
Dorchester, attempted to push a 2,300 volt wire to one 
side, using his hand and trusting to the wooden pole for 
insulation from ground. Pole, which was evidently 
sappy or damp, acted as a conductor to ground, and 
when Kane attempted to lift wire with his right hand, 
he received severe shocks, also received slight burns on 
the middle finger of hand. Injuries not serious. 

June 22, about 2 p. m., William T. Connolly, rooming 
at No. 21 Stamford street, city, an employee of the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company as a patrolman, 
while on pole on Centre street, near corner of Church 
street, West Roxbury, came in contact with wires of a 
4,000 primary circuit and wires of a 13,200 volt A. C. 
transmission circuit, receiving shocks and bums causing 
his death. 

July 4, in the neighborhood of 2.45 p. m., Joseph 
C. Rettman and his four sons, Louis H. Rettman, 5 
years, Henry C. Rettman, 7 years, Lawrence E. Rett- 
man, 8 years, and William E. Rettman, 1 1 years, 
received shocks and burns from a wire of a primary 
alternating circuit of the Edison Electric Illuminating 
Company which had burned off and fallen to the ground 
on Amory avenue, opposite Amory terrace, Roxbury. 
With the exception of burns to Lawrence E. Rettman, 
which were very severe, injuries to victims were not 
serious. The burning off of wire was apparently due 
to the swinging together of two wires of primary circuit 
during severe high wind in progress at the time of 
accident, 

July 21, about 4.15 p. m., Patrick McCristle, a lineman 
in the employ of the Edison Electric Illuminating Com- 
pany, while at work on wires on a pole on Lamartine 
street, opposite Paul Gore street, made simultaneous 
contact with a high potential wire and grounded suspen- 
sion wire of telephone cable, receiving shocks causing 
his death. 

July 27, about 3.10 p. m., M. McDonough, an em- 
ployee of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, 
while at work on elevated structure on Washington 
street, near Brookline street, received burns to his right 
hand and arm as the result of a short circuit caused by 
spike hammer which he was using making electrical 
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connection with third rail and at the same time making 
connection with a claw bar which was in contact with 
running rail of system. Burns not serious. 

August 24, William Carmilla received slight burns 
to fingers of left hand as a result of short circuit while 
at work in the battery room of third station of the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company. Burns were 
not serious enough to prevent Carmilla continuing his 
work. 

August 24, Alexander Bouchier, a lineman in the 
employ of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, 
whUe working on trolley trough, Charlestown Bridge, 
was burned about the hands and eyes as a result of 
short circuit caused by hammer which he was using 
making simultaneous contact with trolley wire and nail 
which he was driving, said nail coming in contact with 
grounded metal work of bridge. 

August 31, during the forenoon, David Soley and John 
Phinney, employees of Richard Moore, roofer. No. 3 
Province court, while at work on roof of building No. 329 
Washington street, at the time instalUng a metal venti- 
lating shaft rising about seven feet above roof, took hold 
of some low potential wires, about ten feet above roof, 
for the purpose of pushing them one side, receiving 
■ slight shocks but no injuries. 

September 7, James Riley, a trackman in the employ 
of the Boston Elevated Railway Company, while 
working on elevated structure at Haverhill and Cause- 
way streets, at 11 a, m., received slight burns to thumb 
and index finger of right hand as a result of short cir- 
cuit caused by claw bar which he was using slipping 
and making simultaneous contact with third rail and 
grounded structure. 

September 15, George Smith of No. 136 Grove street, 
and H. Jacobson of No. 132 Essex street, Chelsea, 
while working on elevated structure at junction of 
Causeway street and Charlestown Bridge were burned 
as a result of wrench which they were using making 
simultaneous contact with third rail and grounded 
metal work of structure. Mr. Smith was burned about 
the face and both hands, and Jacobson was burned on 
the right side of face and right forearm. 

September 16, David Grew, a telephone lineman, 
while assisting in the removal of telephone pole on 
Chelsea street, near Scott's court, Charlestown, seated 
himself astride a span wire running to nearby trolley 
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pole for the purpose of making attachment to trolley 
pole to assist in lowering telephone pole to be removed. 
Grew was seated outside of trolley pole insulator, and 
span wire was alive, owing to defective insulator at 
trolley wire. Grew, making contact with grounded 
trolley pole, received shock which caused him to fall, 
but he was caught by other linemen before reaching the 
ground. Beyond a severe shaking up, Grew is said to 
have sustained no injury. 

October 3, about 1,05 p. m., Patrick J. Kelly, a fore- 
man in the employ of Ley Brothers, while at work on 
pole on Harvard avenue, near Commonwealth avenue, 
received a shock of electricity by coming in contact 
with two wires of 2,300 volt A, C circuit of the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Company. Kelly received severe 
shocks and fell to the ground; in addition to burns on 
each arm, Kelly had injuries to head, face, arm and 
right hip. 

November 15, shortly before 3 p. m., Constantine 
Proctor, an employee of the Lundin Electric Company, 
while at work in the eleventh station of the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Company, located in sub-basement 
of Houghton & Button's building, Tremont street, 
came in contact with live portion of so-called 6,900 
volt circuit on switch board, with fatal results. 
. December 12, about 11.10 a. m., John Hurley, a 
carpenter, while employed on elevated structure near 
Thompson square, received bums to the face as a result 
of a short circuit caused by hammer which he was using 
at the time making simultaneous contact with third 
rail and grounded structure, 

December 20, shortly after 12.30 p. m., H. F. Curran, 
residing at No. 13 Leyland street, Dorchester, and O. 
D. Moores, residing at No. 32 Maverick street, Chelsea, 
carpenters, working for the Boston Elevated Railway 
■ Company on elevated structure at Thompson square, 
Charlestown, received burns as a result of short cir- 
cuit caused by chisel in the hands of one of the men 
making simultaneous contact between live third rail 
and grounded structure. Moores received burns of the 
first degree on the left side of the face, while Curran 
received burns of the second degree on the right hand 
and forearm, 

January 25, 4.42 p. m., R. A. Keating, an employee 
of the Edison Electric Illuminating Company, while 
starting synchronous motor at L street station in the 
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presence of a crowd of students who were visiting sta- 
tion for educational purposes, was crowded or pushed 
by students, and, in saving himself from falling, threw 
out his hand, which came in contact with live portion 
of switch. He received severe shocks, also slight burns 
to the thumb and forefinger of left hand. 



LIST OF WIRE DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES 
JANUARY 31, 1911. 



J^O' Occupation- Salary 

1 Commissioner $5,000 00 

2 Chief Inspectors 2,000 00 

1 Chief Clerk 1,600 00 

1 Engineer 1,600 00 

1 Engineer 1,500 00 

3 Inspectors 1,500 00 

1 Clerk and Inspector 1,500 00 

4 Inspectors 1,300 00 

9 Inspectors 1,200 00 

1 Clerk 1,200 00 

1 Stenographer 1,200 00 

6 Inspectors 1,100 00 

2 Inspectors ' . 1,000 00 

1 Provisional Inspector 1,000 GO 

1 Stenciler 1,000 00 

2 Drivers 1,000 00 . 

1 Clerk and Deputy Inspector .... 800 00 

1 Deputy Inspector 800 00 

1 Telephone Operator 600 00 

_1_ Office Boy 312 00 

41 

STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENT APPROPRIATION 
AND EXPENDITURES FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1910, 
TO JANUARY 31, 1911, INCLUSIVE. 

Appropriation $57,850 00 

Expenditures. 
Salary and wages : 

James E. Cole, Commissioner .... $4,986 28 

Employees 45,078 98 

Carried forward '. . . $50,065 26 
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Brought forward $50,065 26 

Printing 1,823 70 

Automobile 1,677 65 

Horse 1,656 89 

Travel 1,163 50 

Telephone 630 55 

Office 352 04 

Stationery 171 13 

Postage 109 50 

Tools, etc 87 08 

Boston Fire & Police Notification Company . . 62 50 

Advertising 41 90 

«57,741 70 

Balance in treasury 108 30 

$57,850 00 



LIST OF PROPERTY OF THE WIRE DEPARTMENT. 



1 High potential testing apparatus. 

1 Transformer. 

1 Test board, capacity 220 volts, 300 amperes. 

1 Auxiliary teat board, capacity 220 volts, 150 amperes. 

1 Reflecting galvanometer, condenser, telescope, scales, etc. 

1 Set standard resistance coils. 

1 Lamp stand and scale. 

1 Shunt coil. 

1 Set double connector posts. 

1 Discharge key. 

1 Reversing key. 

1 Electrostatic Voltmeter, No. 70,647. 

1 I.500-volt Direct Current Voltmeter, No. 3,438. 

1 300-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeter, No. 3,317. 

1 300-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeter, No. 6,020. 

1 30a-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeter, No. 15,459. 

1 300-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeter, No. 15,455. 

1 300-volt Weston Portable Direct Current Voltmeter, No. 

15,456. 
1 300-volt Weston Alternating and Direct Current Voltmeter, 

No. 1,044. 
1 15-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeter, No. 4,717. 
1 500-amperes Weston Direct Current Ammeter, No. 2,428. 
1 150-amperes Weston Direct Current Ammeter, No. 926. 
1 50-ampere Weston Direct Current Ammeter, No. 2,381. 
1 1,500-mil-ampere Weston Direct Current Mil-Ammeter, No. 

2,433. 
1 200-ampere T. & H. A. C. Ammeter, No. 29,421. 
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1 15-ampere T. & H. A. C. Ammeter, No. 21,507. 

1 15-ampere Weston Direct Current Ammeter, No, 8,426. 

1 Queen Testing Set, No. 389. 

1 Standard resistance coil with wheatstone bridge. 

1 Generator, 50,000 ohms. 

1 Bichloride of silver battery, 150 cells. 

4 Biehioride of silver batteries, each 60 cells. 

2 Horses. 

1 Automobile. 

2 Express wagons. 
2 Business wagons. 

4 Sets of harnesses. 

5 Robes. 

7 Blankets. 
2 Cameras (complete). 

Miscellaneous tools used in connection with overhead construc- 
tion. 
Draughting instrmnents. 



DESCRIPTION or PLATES. 



Plate No. l.— ls a view of Dorchester avenue at 
Rawson street (1910 district), showing poles and wires 
after the severe storm of December 25 and 26, 1909. 

Plate No. 2. — Is a view taken from same point as No, 
1 after all poles and wires had been removed. 

Plate No. 3. — Is a view of Dorchester avenue, north 
from Abbott street (1910 district), showing the condition 
of the avenue before the poles and wires were removed. . 
This photograph was taken during repairs on the wires 
after a severe windstorm. 

Plate No. 4. — Is a view taken from the same point as 
No. 3 after all poles and wires had been removed. 

Plate No. 5.— Is a view of Dorchester avenue from 
Dexter street, north (1910 district), showing the condi- 
tion of the avenue before the poles and wires were 
removed. This photograph was also taken during 
repairs on wires after severe windstorm. 

Plate No. 6.—~ Is a view taken from the same point as 
No. 5 after all poles and wires had been removed. 
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Plate No. 7. — Is a view of Dorchester avenue from a 
point near D street, looking north (1910 district), 
showing the condition of the avenue before the poles 
and wires were removed. 

Plate No. 8. — Is a view taken from the same point as 
No. 7 after all poles and wires had been removed. The 
poles and wires on the left of the photograph are on the 
property of the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad. 

Plate No. 9. — Is a view of Roxbury street at Guild 
row (1909 district) showing the condition of the streets 
before the poles and wires were removed. 

Plate No. 10. — Is a view taken from the same point 
as No. 9 after all poles and wires had been removed. 

Plate No. 11. — Is the exterior view of a frame house, 
taken the day after a fire, caused by arc wire grounding 
during heavy rain and igniting building. 

Plate No. 12. — Is the interior view of room on upper 
floor of building shown in Plate No. 11, showing the 
damage resulting from said fire. 

Plate No. IS.— Is the interior view of the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Company's new substation at 
Commonwealth avenue and Linden street. 
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